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  Introductions 
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Aims for the session 
 What is speech, language and 

communication?  

 The EYFS Curriculum 

 Adult-child interactions 

 Strategies to develop speech, language & 

communication 

 Questioning 

 Practise using new strategies 

 

 

 

 

 



What is Speech, Language and Communication and why is it 

important?  

By communication we mean: 

 The way in which language is used to 
interact with others 

 Using language in different ways; to question, 
clarify, describe and debate 

  Using non-verbal rules of communication: 
listening, looking, knowing how to take 
verbal turns and how to change language 
use to suit the situation  

 The ability to take into account other 
people’s perspectives, intentions and wider 
context 

  

By speech we mean:  
• The speech sounds children use to build up 

words, saying sounds accurately and in the 

right places  

• Speaking fluently, without hesitating, 

prolonging or repeating words or sounds 

• Speaking with expression and a clear voice, 

using pitch, volume  

 

By expressive language we mean:   
• Having words to describe objects, actions and 

attributes  

• Using these words to build up sentences  

• Using these sentences to build up 

conversations and narratives  

• Following the rules of grammar, so that things 

make sense  

By understanding we mean:  
• Processing and making sense of what people say 

• Understanding words being spoken  

• Understanding the rules of grammar used 

 

We need all three elements in order 

to get our messages across. Each of 

the three elements is multifaceted and 

multilayered. Without aspects of any 

one of these elements, what children 

say and understand can become 

confused. With all these elements, 

children can maximise their 

attainment. 



The Early Years Foundation Stage 

Development Matters 

Communication and 

Language 

 

Listening and Attention 

At the end of Nursery 

the age related 

expectation for a child is 

to be secure at 30-50 

months and starting to 

work in the 40-60 month 

age bracket.  
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Communication and 

Language 

 

Speaking 

At the end of Nursery 

the age related 

expectation for a child is 

to be secure at 30-50 

months and starting to 

work in the 40-60 month 

age bracket.  



Adult-child interaction 
The quality of the adult-child interaction can influence a child’s 

opportunities to communicate and can facilitate language 

development (Richards et al. 2009) 

 

Quality adult-child interactions support development in areas such 

as: 

 Children learn to have a sense of “self” 

 Build a positive bond with your child 

 Learn social skills such as sharing, cooperating, and respecting 

things of others. 

 Learn to communicate effectively with others and develop 

motor skills.  

 Develop appropriate non-verbal communication skills 





Strategies 
STOP 

Stop encouraging the child to do what you want 

to do. Instead let the child lead the play and 

choose what they would like to do. 

Wait, listen and observe your child. This reinforces 

the idea of letting the child lead. It shows that you 

are interested in what your child is doing and it 

will make your responses more relevant and 

appropriate. While watching, make note of any 

attempts to communicate. Treat these attempts, 

however approximate, as meaningful 

communications and respond accordingly.  

RESPOND 

Respond by modelling language which is useful for your child. Respond by: 

• Keeping questions and directions to a minimum 

• Commenting = describe what your child is doing or looking at using short, simple sentences 

that describe what is happening. If the language matches your child’s interest, they are more likely 

to listen and absorb the information. 

• Expanding = repeat what your child says but add 1 or 2 new words either at the end of the 

sentence or within the sentence. Your child is more likely to listen, remember and use it later. 

• Repeat = repeat what your child says but use a correctly structured and articulated sentence. 



The Hand Rule 



Strategies to develop speech, 

language & communication 

  

 Give specific praise often to your child 

 Limit words such as ‘don’t’ or ‘no’  

 Play with your child as much as your time permits…play 

is important in a child’s development 

  Ask open ended questions and listen to your child by 

making eye contact  

 Read to your child…everyday  

 Don’t be afraid to get down on the child’s 

level…sometimes getting into a chair or on the floor can 

be better for both parent and child  

 Use your patience…take a deep breath, count to ten… 

 



Questioning 

 Remember the balance between questions & instructions (The hand rule) 

 Have a realistic expectation of the types of questions a child can 

understand 

 Plan to use 80% of questions and instructions at a level your child can 

understand 

 If your child does not understand, use your knowledge of the blank levels 

to reflect on the question asked, change it and remember this for next 

time 

 Plan to use 20% of questions and directions at the next level 

 Remember that a child’s ability to understand questions will be affected by 

their emotional state 

 If the question is within your child’s ability to understand but he/she does 

not respond, repeat the question and then model the answer 

 Consider blank carefully when planning and implementing strategies to 

support behaviour (We will touch on this in the routines and boundaries 

workshop) 



Blank Questions and Directions 

22-36months 



Blank Questions and Directions 

Continued 

30-50 months 



Blank Questions and Directions 

40-60 months 



Thank you for taking the time to 

join us today.   

 

 

 

Any questions 


